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TOWN OF CECILTON  

MAYOR AND COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Wednesday, July 8, 2009 

7:p.m. 

The Town Council held a Work Session Meeting at Town Hall on Wednesday, July 8, 2009. The following 

were in attendance: 

 

Joseph A. Zang, III, Acting Chair     Michael Cooper, Member 

Craig DeVary, Member      Terry Moore, Member 

 

Absent: Mayor John J. Bunnell 

 

Call to Order: 7:00 p.m. 

All in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

REVIEW AND ACT: 

June 17, 2009 Work Session Minutes: 

Member DeVary made a motion to accept the June 17, 2009 Work Session Minutes as written. Member Cooper 

seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

June 2009 Preliminary Financials: 

No comment 

Administrator’s Report: 

Member Zang said he was told there was still an issue with the screen at the Waste Water Treatment Plant that 

was going to be resolved by next week. Ed Strauss of URS explained a modification that would be done to the 

screen to allow it perform correctly.  

Member Cooper asked about the progress of Royal Farms. He was told it was still moving forward.  

Member Zang reported that Member DeVary witnessed some vandalism taking place in the park and he called 

member Zang. Member Zang then called the Sheriff’s department. The Sheriff’s department came and went to 

the homes of the minors involved and spoke to the parents. Member Zang asked those present to please call the 

Sheriff’s department when they see things of that nature occurring. He said it was very important that the 

Sheriffs department know that a complaint has been filed even if they could not show up to see the incident.  

Mr. Boulden reported that the 5500 number for the Sheriff’s department is no longer in service and the public 

must call 911 to make a complaint.  

Mr. Boulden spoke about his concern that drugs were being sold from the Laundromat. Member Zang said the 

only thing the Council could do would be to notify the authorities about Mr. Boulden’s concern.  

Mr. Boulden said that he appreciated the time and attention the maintenance staff put into the appearance of the 

ball fields, but he felt that other areas of the town needed more attention as well. He mentioned the pump station 

needed a cutting. Member Zang said that the matter would be brought to the attention of the maintenance staff.  

Maintenance Report: 

Member Zang said he wanted all the storm drains checked on a regular basis. Member Cooper asked if the 

maintenance staff could cut the ditch down by the senior center. He was told that even though it is the Town’s 

responsibility, the County had always cut the ditch. He said he would look into the situation. It was also 

mentioned that the mosquitoes were particularly bad in that area and he said the Town would look into what 

could be done to remedy that problem.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

No comment. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Member Zang said that Ed Strauss and Jay Hayes representing URS were in attendance at the meeting to answer 

any questions about the bids on the old water plant and tower demolition.  
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Member Zang said that the main reason that URS was in attendance was because of the wide range in the bids 

for the demolition work and that the Council would like an explanation for the large difference in the bids. He 

said the Council was concerned that URS approved the lowest bidder but that the Council needed to make sure 

that the contractor had everything covered. Mr. Hayes said the reason for the large difference was that this 

contractor is going to lower the whole tank in one day and cutting it up once it is on the ground. That would 

reflect a large savings in not having to hire a crane for more than one day. The other contractors would be 

cutting the tank down in sections and need a crane for more than one day.  

Member Zang asked if the Town had room for the tower to be on the ground. Mr. Hayes said they assumed a 

private residence owned the maintenance area and that would be available. Mr. Strauss said they had an 

addendum that stated they had an agreement with the homeowner that said that area could be used as a “lay 

down” area. Member Zang said that a “ lay down” area is an area to set up and/or store materials. Not an area to 

physically do the work. He said he wanted to be sure the landowner knew that the tower would be set on land 

and be cut up there and loaded there. Mr. Strauss said that they should be aware that all the loading would be 

happening there because the crane size is significantly larger if they had to put it in the firehouse parking lot. He 

said the cost would most likely be three or four times as much if they had to do it that way. 

Mr. Strauss said he spoke to the other contractors and they were going to take the tower down in pieces rather 

than take it down and then cut it into pieces on the ground. He explained that would reflect a major difference in 

the bids.  

Mr. Boulden said that one thing that URS would have to be aware of was that the tower was full of lead paint 

and when they put the tower on the ground the lead could leech into the water system. He said that URS should 

make sure to have an inspector there to confirm that the contractors adhere to the specs of being 100% 

encapsulated.  

Mr. Strauss said they did make the contractors aware that there was a lead paint topcoat on the tower and that 

the base is not lead paint.  

Mr. Boulden asked if URS required the removal be totally encapsulated? Mr. Strauss said that generally URS 

says that the contractor has to follow OSHA guidelines and they (contractor) have to make that determination.  

Mr. Boulden said he knows that URS cannot have an inspector at the site every day but he wanted the Town to 

be aware there could be a problem there.  

Member Zang said that the Town would look to URS for guidance on the issue. Mr. Strauss said that as of this 

moment he did not feel there was an issue. He said he felt the tanks would be cut up within two or three days 

and taken off site and that would not be a leeching problem.  

Member Zang asked if URS was concerned about any flakes in the air or on the ground not being cleaned up.  

Mr. Strauss said he felt it was a very minor concern.  

Member DeVary asked URS, other than the differences in how the contractors were going to take the tower 

apart, were there any other differences in the bids? Mr. Strauss said the lowest bid contractor said they had good 

relationships with the crane operators and that they gave URS three references (attached). 

URS said they would contact the contractor and find out what precautionary steps they take in regard to lead 

paint. Mr. Strauss said they could take soil samples to use as a baseline. He said he did not know what the cost 

would be, but he assumed it would be under $100.00.  

It was decided to table the decision on the bid until the next meeting. 

 

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 

Public Comments: 

Mr. Boulden said he a few issues. The first being, the repaving of Center Street and the concrete gutter pan 

between Route 282 and Center Street. He said the contractor was going to leave the rotted gutter pan in because 

no one addressed that in the bids. Member Zang said he would speak to the contractor about the gutter pan. 

Mr. Boulden said the second issue was the fact that cars are driving in and out the handicapped ramp at the 

Laundromat. The Council said they would speak to Pat Pleasanton and instruct him to install bollards.  

Mr. Boulden said another issue was the need for speed bumps on Center Street and he requested that 3 speed 

bumps be installed and they should be the rolling kind of speed bumps.  
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Member Cooper made a motion to have Member Zang speak to Pat Pleasanton about adding 3 rolling speed 

bumps on Center Street and to tie in the gutter pan. Member DeVary seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

Mr. Boulden said that when John Burke was before Planning and Zoning he agreed to place all the trash 

containers in the back of the apartment building in an enclosure. He said there is a foul odor coming from the 

property now that more tenants are on the property. The Clerk/Treasurer said she would speak to Mr. Burke.  

Mr. Boulden also expressed concern that people were living in the apartments that do not have occupancy 

permits.  Member Zang said he would look into the situation.  

 

Good of the Order: 

Member Zang reminded all present that on July 11, 229 the AME Church will be holding their annual Fun Day, 

Parade and Car Show at the Annex. 

 

ADJOURN: 

 

        Respectfully submitted: 

 

 

 

        Patricia Trucksess 

 

John J. Bunnell 

 

 

 

Mayor 


